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A cRIMCALEYE Ellen Lupton, a
curator at the Cooper-Hewi

evaluates, clockwise fram tap,
the lighting of Lindsey Adel-
man; accessories from Theler-
mant Hupton; ergoErga, a bel-
ly-strengthening stool, and
Aboubakar Fofana's textiles.

Kicking the Tires

A Champion of Common-Sense Design Takes On the International Contemporary Furniture Fair

By PENELOPE GREEN
HE relationship between \.au and
your furniture is not o
stand, says Ellen Lupton, cur: crv
cnntemparary design it the Coaper-
Hewit Natonal Design Museum:
Sometimes it 1asts a lifetime,
That said, heme rely
ade heirloom beds [

Domestic life 18 hard.
s dark si
lnn( cnmplemu

Early last Saturday morning, at the [nterna-
tiofal Comtemporary Furniture Fair at the Jacab

Its important 1w
1 like ta see things that suggest

INSIDE

SHORFING

Flexible furnishings

for outdoer spacss.

By Rima Sugi

A roundup of new
design from the show,
by Marianne Rohrlich.
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ATHOME WITH
AMY STEWART

Warning:
Paralysis

May Result

By JOVCE WADLER

EURERA,
ERE we are, squa
chocolste-scened b oof A
Stew peisen garden. The
smell comes from the cocon hulls.
Goad thing you're not a dog; ac-
cording to M. Stewart, the theo-
bromine in the hulls, should you

chomp dewn enc. fead to vomiting.
Don't get cocky, though Ms. Stewar, the au-
thor of *Wicked Plants: The Weed That Killed Lin-
coln's Mother & Other Botanical Atrocities” (Al
) & new book that inspired the coming

n &t the Brooklyn Botan-
i

alif.
1 the

&

— & chatlenge in a hell where so much floor space
was devoted 1o the white leather offerings of large
[ralian furnitare companies,

She had to wander for a while before spatting
her quarry, pulling up short at the booth of an
English design firm, Thelermont Huptan Ltd. Int,
Iherc were bright red kitchen knives sunk deep in

e CT0E primary colors with mir-
rors instend of lenses (SI60), and plain white tea-
cups that were tpped over and strewn along a
shelf, like the detritus from a Jong day in bank-
rupecy court (580 for three). Ms. Lupton grinned
broadly and recked a bit on her orange rubber
sandals.

with any human whe annoys ber. And you know
haw sensitive authors on the cusp of publication
zan be

Foxglave, opium poppies and castor beans,
amang a total of about 30 varicties of toxic plants,
v thriving outside her house in Northern Califor-
nia, There are singular garden arnamenss, too:
mindature tomhstone for Socrates next to the hem-

lock; ane reading *Death By Asphyxiaton” beside
" b G s

“Really good design is an object that makes
you think about how we be ial
conventions but still really works.” she said, hang
ing her shoulder bag on one of the knives and not-
ing thar ench teacup was designed o sit upright,
tan, and sctually hold tea. “And these work really
well!
tars — 12 of them lirstaimers — that came from
85 far away as Australia and Viemam. as nearby
8= Seartle and Brooklyn, o show at the 215t annual
F

“IUS MOt & museum, 'S & markecplace,” Ms.

on said of the fair, “1 ge 1o see what's happen-

1 the world of commercial progressive design,

ke cruising along the edges, seeing the pec

th justone product. [ just find it very demacratic
Continued on Page 4

NOTALL BAD
Amy Stewart
Erows poison
ous plants but
also has a soft
spot for benign

ones, like

those at left.

Nladness” stone.
favorite liule hallucinogens ars
wart, who s 30 and whose dis-
tinctive markings include a head of curly straw-
berry hair, Birkenstocks and a sunny dispositian,
She Zeoms in on & stumpy plant starting to bloom
“This is damura,” she says. *In August, this
will have white trumpet-shaped flowers. They also
c .
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Furniture Comes Out to Play

By MARIANNE ROHRLICH

HE recession might have cast a pall over the retall market
this past winter, but there ssemed to be hape for home design
— it least an the part of those whe sell it — in the halls of the
niter this week.

There were 552 exhibitors ot Uhis year's Int
ontemporary Furniture Fair — about 50 fewer than 1ast yvear

— but those who came brought plenty of newly designed
products, many of them made in places like Broeklyn and Las Angsles,
And ahter the ascendancy of dark woods and vimtage references in recent

seasons, this show was notable for beight coloes, simple forms and a prepon-
derance of environmentally friendly and unscained reclaamed woods,

Jacob K. Javits Convention O

Cortica, a recycled-cark bounge chair by Daniel Michalik; $4,800
from DMFD, (347) 5561906, danielmichalilkcom.

national

Customizable cabinets:
Al-inch-wide frame, $525;
doars, $85 each; draswers,
F320 o FA460, atl Load-
bearing, (646) 336-8302,
loadbearing-com.

Palyesterfilled cotton poufs with kr
covers; Henry (small), $249; Ernest {medium},

ed won|

F499%; Frank (large), 5625, at the Future Perfect,
(8T7T) 388-T373, thefutureperfect. com.

Kickin

From: Page I, This Section
in thas way”

Ms. Lupton is an advocate for the designer in us
all, nat just the trained professions wign, <he'T
tell you, describes more than the function and aes-
thatics of an object: 1t's critical thinking married o
netion, a disciphine that can inform how you ar-
range your lurniture, manage Your Lime or prepare
8 PowerPoint presenmation. "Design is every-
where,” she said. “It's not just shopping.”

This is the philosophy behind her new boak,
“Dresign your Life: The Fleasures and Perils of Ev-
eryday Thimgs,” written with her twin, Julia Lup-
tan, an Enghsh professer at the University of Cali-
farnia, Irvine In it, Elen Lupton questions the ne-
cessity of toasters; ponders the decorating chal-
lenge posed by the wedge, a foam prop used as a
sex aid; and suggests that working mothers en-
deavor to spend less time with their children by
embracing the television set

Both sisters contributed essays 10 the book, but
Ellen Lupton's ohservations are not confined ta
the printed word. Her impish paintings — Wayne
‘Thiebaud by way of Maira Kalman — propose the
existential dilemma of an unmade bed, explore the
difficulties of hanging clown art properly and
imagine the cover of a magazine for working fa
thers (sample cover line: “Want 1o breasi-feed 7
Well, you can't”). They ans as much commentary

sworlas, and furniture that is m A
buili-in jolke can be seen as an added funciien, she
suggested, unless the joke destroys the wility of
the ohject). At the fair, she was drawn o an Eng-
lish wallpaper — a cartcanish midoenury pastern
af birds in a forest from Chato & Company — that
recalled the opening credite for a Rock Hudson-

othe |

Daris Day wehicke but that Ms. Lupton saw in a
more contemparary Hght, as an echo of the Twitter
bome page graphics.

She is al=o a fan of the kind of alchemy invalved
“when people take a generic and familiar ohject
and make it mes she said, runnming her hands
over the forest of dowel sticks that held up a 2,600
bamboo bookshelf designed by Michael [annone
far his own firm in Philadelphia:

Ata booth of three Erooklyn furniture designers,
she found amsther example, & <lean-lined

classic form and adding functhonalicy, X
Ard at the lkea booth — actually three rooms of
new objects infused with 2 Swedish country vibe —
there were Four-poster beds thal looked like ele-
gant cages {$429): "1 do think pecple bke to be en-
closed,” Ms, Lupten said, trying one out, She also
admired an appealingly goofy grandfather clock
lined with shetves that were filled with Swedish pa-
perbacks with the covers wrm off (the PS Pendel
clock, S, *Grandpa grew up and got a job,” she
said with appeoval

Ms. Lupton shuddered at a booth in which &
chandelier sported lingerte instead of crystals, and
then sunk gratefully cnio & foam poufl designed by
Alissia chroew and llona Huvenaars and
shaped o look like a tree stump (51407 at the boath
of Kikkeriand, a Dutch design collective based in
Mow York. Stump seating was well represented at
the Fair, at lease the comverntional kind made from
petrified wood, dotting the place like =0 marny nico-
tine-stained molars and generally failing 1o tempt
Ms. Lupton. “Tree stumps are an ancient form of
she said, “But they're really hard @
die

an orange plaste stump lde 5 spring thal had its

Portable lamp with rechargeable battery by Bloom; $500 or §525, de-
pending on size, at M2L, (200) 319-8222, mZleollection com.

Submarine Activity Station, a child's desk, by Skyline
Diesign; $3,950, at (B88) 278-4660, skydesign.com.,

Drake indoor-outdoor stacking chair; S365,
from Council Dhesign, (415) B50-1754F,

counsildesign.com.

WOODEN TORCH BY JONAS DAMON AT A REAWAR
Desigy

iriandly

Agatha, a hanging light made of wood strips,
by LZF: $1,998, from (914) 501.4005,
globallighting com For dealers,

Coat Tree wall sticker {hoaks not included);
F125 froam Ferm Living, (415) 318-6412,
Fe

ingshop. oo

Iran-shape rubber bookends by Maarten De
Ceulaer; 3250 a pair, ar 011-32-454-824-T350,

maartendeceulacr.oom.

ires: Taking On the Inter

What She Saw

ir, SKatchDook in
metimes ¢

and &

SCATTERED TEA SETFROM THELERMONT HUF TON

These teacups kook Bke they've been knocked o
Crest & P waY B0 Sel wour table that ackno
condlict and personal dysfuncton. Bu

around the teapot, each cup can i

Jdomas Damon reimventsd the iconec
2 by awitcheng cut the matenais and
logy: wood frumas plastic. and eccs

O replaces the imcandsscent bulb. A
rubber button adde sensuality.

CRAMDFATHER CLOCHK FROM IKEA
Girandga grew up and gol a job
This new clock from Ikea updats:

.
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Lace, a hand-scresned custom-made wallpa-
per panel {22 by 84 inches) by Tracy Kendall:
$120, at Ted Boerner, (212) 675-5665.

Legs 11, 10-foot-square inflatable changing
room;: $1,900, from Inflate LISA, (212) 537-
9309, inflateus.

Birch cabinet, inspired
by a Josef Frank design;
$249, at [kea (in Au-
gust), (B00) 4344532,

ileema_com For locations.

g an

wooden

“een nome —
gives you a place 1o
fand mayhe your d

STUMF TABLE
FROM HIKKERLAND
s Faarm stumps
From Kikkerland fee

MNxxx,2009-05-21,D,005,5c-4C,E1
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PS Callection 9-foot-square
cotton rug: $299, at lkea
{available in Angust)
(H00) 434-4532, ikea.com
for locations.

Eileen, 8 metal
lamp that leans
againsta wall or in
75,
From Misewell,
{252) 954-86513,
misewell.com.

a corner;

Sway stooks by David
Hupton and Yve The-
fermont; $120 to
F1680 each, at the
Future Pecfect,
thefutureperfeoct
enm, (BT7)
AEB-TITI.

Big Block, a wool rug (4 by 6 feet); $260 (oth-
er sizes available) from Balanced Design,
{407) 486-3589, balanced-design.com.

awn Boath and promised its sitter an onEaing core
workouwt (559055, Ms. Lupeon sar down irritaedly
an one, 1 dan't want to exercise while ['m sitting ™
she said, and sketched a suited gentleman perched
an anather into 2 rude cartoon.

At Umbra, she fell upon Splice, a wooden coffes
table cracked in half, like (he altermath of a nosty
damestic dispute (5735, ° E
magazines in the cracked narl she said. "OF yoar
divarce papers® Matt Carr, a's design
rector, explained that the piece was made by Men-
nonites in Canada, which is notewarthy given that
Mennonites, like Quakers, are renowned for their
commitment ta nonvialence. “Having come from a
more or less happily broken home” M= Lupton
said, *1 enjoy thase kinds of contradictions. Da-
mestic |ife 15 full of uncertaing:

Ms. Lupton said her parents — her mother
taught literature, her father dropped cur of aca-
deme ta become a contractor — divorced when she
was H and shared custody of their two daughters,
for o while living side by side in row houses in Bal-
timare. The sisters hopped the fences to visit theie
parents, she said,

Sewveral booths away, s Lupton found domes-
tic resolution in a “stitched wable™ at Unuru, part of
the Brooklyn Designs collective, which had set up
a boath wward the back of the exhibition Roor,
mear where the design colloges wore prosenting
their student work. The colfes table is made from
two slabs of walnut “stitched together” with plastic
3's (54,8003 Ms. Luptan liked s natural-industrial
yin-yang, and the story that accom panied it, Thoses
X's are sliced from sheets of recycled plastc
(=hredded detergent battles that have been pres-
sure malded, in fact). And that walnue died a natu-
ral death, according o Uburu’s Web site, which

proclaims thar the wood was harvested [rom trees
rh1( had “caome o the end of their namral lifespan

Cabinet made of recycled wood
an metal legs; $355 (a second
cabinet, $280, may be stacked on
topd, from Mia, (215) 825-9355,
minculture.com.

Console desk made

of reclaimed ash;

§1,375, at Mo, -
{917) 569-TE74.

studiomoe.com.

P35 Collection birch-
frame daybed; 54589
at Tkea {available in
Auagust), (BOO) 434
4532, ikea.com for
locatians.

e

Fi
paint finish (can be tusned over and
used as planter), by Reza Feiz
660, at Phase Design, (323) 654-

crglass side table with asto-body

Noteworthy,
But Not in Stores

commasooN Lamp Mo. 1, made of glass
with fabric shade and adjustable cord,
by Micold Taliani: aboul 3360 1o 3940
information: nieolotaliani.com.

LnITED EBTION Pile of Sullcases,
handmade of leather by Maarten
De Coulacr; about £34,000 ar 011-
SO-02-TB0-
lises, machine-made of recychd
leather, is about S16,300 ar 011
F0-0423.6753, casamania.it.)

3, nilufar.com. { Va-

PROTOTYPE The LI

ed dining takle,
a lacquered plastic cart with a dinner
service on a tray, by Min Hoo Park
{the tray can be flipped to create a flat
surface); about $1L000; information:
minhoopark@gmail.corm.

0299, phasedesignonlinecom.

disease.” like an old horss,

Ms. Luptan skirted the latian section, acres of
tundra-like exhibition space flecked with those gla-
«ier-white sofas. What did it all mean? *Freedom
from want® AMs. Lupton suggested. “When you
have everything you need yau get white leather?”

At the very back of the floor, young designers
weare selling small items, “just like a bake sale,”
s, Lupson said delightedly. She bought a Tywvelk
wallet, $10, from Dymomighty Design, that looked
like & page torm from a ring binder and folded ari-
gamisstyle (written inside was the present tense

‘I like things that have a sense
of humor. They just
seem more true to life.

conjugation of the French word for “to bay™ ).
Arcund a corner, there was a little knot of people
arcund the ModKai, a $150 kity lier bex in glossy
plastic. Pez-shaped and high-sided. it looked hke &
piecs of affice equipment, a siylish paper shradder
porhaps, destined for o cubicle in the Ssarrets-
Lehigh Building. Ms. Lupton approved of the de-
sign process of its makers, “They ve studied kity
behaviar and worked from there” she said, re-
ferring o the feline propensity for jumping nw
and out of enclased spaces. “And it looks like the
iPod ol Heter bexes” (In her book, Ms. Lupton
shaws how design can influence behaviar by de-
picting how most oflet paper holders discourage
e e S

ontemporary Furniture Fair

sider a simple horizantal bar open on one end, she
advises: the double-dowel numbers are seamingly
o complicared for the aversge tesnager or
spouse.)

A a booth showing the work of I‘rau students
who'd been challenged to make pieces far under 2
dallar, David Stelnvurzel was alsa thulkllls about
waste when he designed sweetly simple vouve
halders from arange pecks. A concrote side table
made by his clasamare Dansel Jefries by pouring
wet concrete into a garbage bag looked like a
mushromm clowd, a mini-apocalypse far your Hving
room. A Cranbrook student, fsaac Yu Chen, had
made a magazine rack out of a slice of wood from
wihich hung cables ending in spheres the size of ta-
Ble-tennis balfls. [t was elegant, perhaps even bril-
liant, and a Cranbrook professor worried aloud
that you'd see it in the lkea catalog by next season.

Before leaving, Ms. Lupton refreshed herself
with epgplant parmesan in the Javits Center food
caurt, where a television with the sound turned off
wias tuned to a call-in show about linances. * Deal-
ing with the Repo Man” read o graphic running
alang the battom of the screen

“Good design is always about the truth,” she
suid It can be o weighty truth, like the warld is out
of whack, or a little one, like no one in my family
will replace the toiles paper. And the biggess truth,
she suggested, is that real e is juss funmy. ©F think
our things should reflect that. There is a Jot of -
gion in design, & lot of surface and playing with re-
al That's why [ like things that have a sense of
umnor. They just seem mone e o lite.”

Getting up to leave, she tipped her leftavers o
the garhage can, then glanced hack at the swing-
g flap of o hl‘bln that was stamped

from anather country, you d think 'thank you® was
= i




